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INTRODUCTION 



Digital Objects



24 Hrs In Photos, Erik Kessels. 2011







Networked Images

Niederer, S. (2018). Networked Images: Visual Methodologies For The Digital Age.



541,795 Suns From Sunsets From Flickr, Penelope Umbrico, 2006- Ongoing



Fakes, Flames And Memes - Matteo Azzi, Gabriele Colombo. 2016



1. Issue Mapping Online Through Images  
2. Cross-Language (Cross-Country; Cross-City) Visual Analysis 
3. Platform Visual Vernaculars Analysis 
4. Visual Forensics 

FOUR APPROACHES



Studying the visual representation of particular issues 

1. ISSUE MAPPING ONLINE 
THROUGH IMAGES



Ricci, D., Colombo, G., Meunier, A., & Brilli, A. (2017). Designing Digital Methods to monitor and inform Urban Policy. The 
case of Paris and its Urban Nature initiative. In 3rd International Conference on Public Policy (ICPP3)-Panel T10P6 Session 1 
Digital Methods for Public Policy (pp. 1-37). SGP.

Urban Nature



Which images, discourses and practices 
narrate Parisian urban nature?  



[nature] + [Paris] 





Nature July August September 2016







Nature July August September 2016



Urban Agriculture



How does “urban agriculture” looks like? 
Which practices and objects emerge from the 
collective activity of visual documentation? 



[agriculture] + [Paris] 
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Ricci, D., Colombo, G., Meunier, A., & Brilli, A. 
(2017). Designing Digital Methods to monitor 
and inform Urban Policy. The case of Paris and 
its Urban Nature initiative. In 3rd International 
Conference on Public Policy (ICPP3)-Panel T10P6 
Session 1 Digital Methods for Public Policy (pp. 
1-37). SGP.



Studying language preferences and biases in the visual 
representation of an issue 

2. CROSS-LANGUAGE* VISUAL 
ANALYSIS

* cross-country, cross-city…





Are there any language specificities in 
the visual representation of “art”?  

Which work of arts are shown across 
languages and which ones are 
peculiar of a specific language?  

Ben David, A., Stevenson, M., & Bardelli, F. (2013). Cross-Lingual Art Spaces On Wikipedia. 
Https://Digitalmethods.Net/Dmi/Crosslingualartspacesonwikipedia  

https://digitalmethods.net/Dmi/CrossLingualArtSpacesOnWikipedia






Global Anxiety Monitor. Multi-screen comparison of top images returned from Google Images, query 
[terrorism] in different languages. De Geuzen , 2007 - 2011. http://www.geuzen.org/anxiety/installation/

http://www.geuzen.org/anxiety/installation/


How does smart architecture look like? 
is the smart city yet to be built? 

Dubai, Amsterdam, Santander, Malta, Cairo

Carlo De Gaetano - Gabriele Colombo - Smart Cities Imagery. Bit.Ly/Dmi15_Smartcityimage

http://bit.ly/DMI15_smartcityimage


[smart city + “city name”]

“smart city” amsterdam on Google.nl 
“smart city” cairo OR القاهرة on Google.com.eg

“smart city” dubai OR دبی، on Google.ae
“smart city” malta on Google.com.mt
“smart city” santander on Google.es







highways and historical buildings

Santander



Rendering and 3D models

Malta



smart retro-future wonderland

Dubai



construction sites - 3d renders

Cairo



canal houses - no constructions - no highways

Amsterdam



Are there language-specificities in the cartographic 
representation of migrant journeys?

A Critical Digital Cartography Of The ‘Mediterranean Refugee Crisis’. Digital Methods Initiative. 2016 Https://

Wiki.Digitalmethods.Net/Dmi/Winterschool2016Communicativearchitectureofthemediteraneanrefugeecrisis



Which places are included on the map?
Are the origins of refugees recognised in the 

journalistic narrative? Or, is it just the European 
destination featured?

A Critical Digital Cartography Of The ‘Mediterranean Refugee Crisis’. Digital Methods Initiative. 2016 Https://

Wiki.Digitalmethods.Net/Dmi/Winterschool2016Communicativearchitectureofthemediteraneanrefugeecrisis



English - migrant routes Italian - rotte dei migranti







“Migrant routes” - English “Migrant routes” - Italian



Studying the visual representation of a particular issue across 
platforms

3. PLATFORM VISUAL 
VERNACULARS ANALYSIS



How does the visual representation of 
climate change shift across platforms? 

Studying Platform Visual Vernaculars Using Digital Methods. Project Leaders: Warren Pearce, Suay Ozkula 

Facilitators: Sabine Niederer, Natalia Sanchez-Querubin Designers: Andrea Benedetti, Beatrice Gobbo 

Https://Digitalmethods.Net/Dmi/Makingclimatevisible



10 most 
engaged with 
images per 
platform



most engaged 
with images 
per platform



Instagram: 

Awareness 
Travelling 

action 
shots of 
landscapes under 
pressure 



Tumblr: 

environmental 
screenshotting 

screenshots from 
other social media 
platforms 
depicting 
noteworthy and 
iconic moments 



Facebook: 

sharable 
statements 

non-controversial 
statements, written 
in a large font, 
super-imposed onto 
photos of celebrities 
or cute animals 



Using visual content collected online to expose false claims 
and wrongdoings

3. VISUAL FORENSICS



https://endcoal.org/2018/09/tsunami-warning/

Chinese coal plants
“Construction is Proceeding Despite 

Restrictions”



https://endcoal.org/2018/09/tsunami-warning/



http://www.offtopiclab.org/scandaglio/molo/places/aree-dismesse/

Scandaglio: 
Monitoring abandoned places

in Milan



http://www.comune.milano.it/wps/portal/ist/it/servizi/territorio/monitoraggio_edifici_aree_stato_di_degrado







SCANDAGLIO - www.offtopiclab.org/scandaglio



SCANDAGLIO - www.offtopiclab.org/scandaglio



SCANDAGLIO - www.offtopiclab.org/scandaglio



SCANDAGLIO - www.offtopiclab.org/scandaglio



1. Issue Mapping Online Through Images  
2. Cross-Language (Cross-Country; Cross-City) Visual Analysis 
3. Platform Visual Vernaculars Analysis 
4. Visual Forensics 

FOUR APPROACHES





→ visual similarity map 

→ image network 

→ layered images 

→ juxtaposed images 

→ image sequence 

→ image catalogue




